
 2nd Congregational Call to Prayer: 
Our Expectations  
January 15, 2017 

 

The purpose of these Congregational Calls to Prayer is to focus our 
corporate prayer and fasting during our lead pastor search. Please join us 
in fasting Monday breakfasts or other times in the week that you’re able.  
Prayer Focus: Lord, guide us and protect us as we corporately make 
our way through this new season. We entrust all our treasures to you. 
We turn our expectations over to you. 
 God, my fleshly nature has imposed itself upon some of my 

expectations. My neediness and vanity are trying to exert influence 
on how I view your kingdom. I come to you in raw honesty, laying 
those things before you. Change me. Be the Setter of Expectations 
for my heart.  

 I confess that I have erred in expecting too much from others, and 
at times from myself. Grow in me a right understanding of others' 
responsibilities and abilities. Lift the burdens I have wrongly taken 
upon myself. Forgive me for any expectations I've placed on others 
that were not Your expectations. Teach me the way forward.  

 Oh, Mighty One, your plans are far more wonderful than plans I 
could dream up! I have imagined limits upon you that are not 
there. Expand my expectation of your presence, love, and power. 
Enlarge my vision for your church and the Vineyard of Gainesville.  

Why fasting? The Bible gives many examples of, and reasons for, fasting. 
 Jesus said that when we fast we must do it directly unto the Lord, not 

making a show about giving up something we want. The Lord rewards this 
kind of fasting (Matthew 6:16). God is faithful.  

 Paul and Barnabas prayed and fasted as they appointed elders. Paul 
certainly didn’t need to prove that he was willing to suffer for the 
kingdom–he had been stoned and left for dead–but returned to establish 
leadership in these churches with prayer and fasting (Acts 14). 

 Long before that, Ezra led many people on a long journey, laden with 
valuable offerings for the Lord. There were enemies and bandits along the 
way, so Ezra sought God’s protection through prayer and fasting (Ezra 8). 
God answered their prayer.  

 

* If you missed the 1st Congregational Call to Prayer on Jan 1st, you may find it online at  
   gainesvillevineyard.org/lead-pastor-search 

* If you haven’t already, please fill out the congregational survey at bit.ly/gv-survey 


